
cormorants—appear. Bald and golden eagles
soar above, while the handsome, ground-
dwelling Gambel’s quail sings its repertoire of
songs. Swallows, great blue herons, snowy
egrets, gila woodpeckers, phainopeplas,
greater roadrunners and white-winged doves
are found in large numbers.

The park is also home to desert
bighorn sheep, coyotes, bob-
cats, raccoons, mountain
lions, southern mule
deer, antelope ground
squirrels and
several species
of mice, as well
as feral burros.
Near the river,
muskrats and
beavers are
sometimes seen,
and throughout the
park there is a rich variety
of lizards, snakes and amphibians.
Biting insects occur from March through
October. Wear protective clothing and use
repellant.

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Camping
The main campground, located in the
eastern section of the park, has 54 primitive
campsites, a group campground, and two
boat-in group sites. The sites have picnic
tables and fire rings with drinking water and
chemical toilets located nearby, and a solar
shower. Upriver there are five smaller camp-
grounds (no drinking water is available).

Canoeing and Kayaking
The idyllic days of autumn and early spring
are the best times for a peaceful float down
this scenic stretch of the Colorado River.

Fishing
Black bass, channel and flathead catfish,
striped bass and bluegill are the fish most
commonly taken from this part of the
river.

Boating
Shallow draft powerboats carefully

navigate the Colorado River’s
shifting sandbars, and

waterskiing and swim-
ming are popular
summer activities.

Exploring (4WD and
hiking)

The area’s complex geology
invites exploration of such sights as

the plug dome volcanic outcropping
at Picacho Peak, formed when viscous

lava hardened over and around a volcanic
vent, and the many other land features that
tell the story of both ancient and fairly
recent volcanic activity.

ACCESSIBLE FEATURES
• One designated site at the main camp-

ground. Some other sites with large, flat,
firm pads are usable.

• Chemical toilet and path of travel (in dry
weather) from nearby accessible camp-
site. There is currently no accessible
shower in this campground.

• Picnic sites (some shaded) and chemical
restrooms at Upper and Lower Dock boat
launch areas.

Accessibility is continually improving. For
current accessibility details, call the park, or
visit http://access.parks.ca.gov

PLEASE REMEMBER

• Summer temperatures can reach 120
degrees; know your physical limits in this
rugged terrain.

• Keep your gas tank full; carry a spare tire.
Stock your vehicle with extra water, a
shovel, tools and blankets.

• If your vehicle breaks down, STAY WITH
IT. A vehicle is easier to find than a
wandering person.

• Campsites can accommodate 8 people
and 3 licensed vehicles. Reservations are
not necessary—please self register for
your selected site within 15 minutes of
your arrival.

• Vehicles must be street legal (off-highway
vehicles are prohibited) and must be
operated only on designated roads.

• Do not gather wood for fires; decayed
vegetation enriches the desert soils.

• Loud noise and music are prohibited.
• Dogs must be kept on a leash no longer than

6 feet, and in your tent or vehicle at night.

Striped bass are plentiful at the park.
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